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A 5 yr old bichon presented for periodontal ther- ﬁ

apy. During the exam, the mandibular left 2nd
incisor appeared to be slightly discolored. The
tooth was not loose and no periodontal pockets
were found around the tooth.

A transilluminated second incisor is dark compared to
the third incisor.

A transilluminator was placed behind the discolored
tooth. (A bright penlight can also be used) Notice
the how the light shines brightly through the third
incisor, but the 2nd incisor is dark. A recent study
showed that 92.2% of discolored teeth had partial or
total pulp necrosis.*

A radiograph was taken to confirm that the tooth
was non-vital or dead. Often the pulp chamber will
be slightly larger than it is on adjacent teeth depend-
ing on how long it has been dead. The only two
options for this tooth are root canal therapy or ex-
traction. It is important that the owner has been
properly informed about the options for treatment.

The arrow points to the discolored tooth. No-
tice the slightly enlarged pulp chamber.
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